
	
	
Graham	Appleby	started	his	career	in	satellite	geodesy	as	part	of	the	team	that	
developed	the	UK’s	satellite	laser	ranging	observatory	at	the	Royal	Greenwich	
Observatory	Herstmonceux,	UK	in	the	early	1980s.	He	was	engaged	in	working	
on	satellite	orbital	prediction	and	laser	range	analysis	software.	Graham	also	
worked	on	and	developed	operational	techniques	for	what	was	then	the	very	
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RGO	from	Herstmonceux	to	Cambridge	and	worked	on	and	gained	a	PhD	from	
Aston	University	on	the	SLR	technique	and	orbital	dynamics	of	the	high-altitude	
geodetic	Etalon	satellites.	He	then	led	the	Herstmonceux	geodetic	observatory,	at	
the	time	a	Facility	of	NERC,	into	new	areas	of	research	and	development,	
including	absolute	gravity,	GNSS,	time-transfer,	LIDAR	and	laser	ranging	at	kHz	
rates.	He	oversaw	the	successful	transfer	of	the	group	into	the	British	Geological	
Survey	in	2013,	and	by	2019	he	was	granted	BGS	Honorary	Research	Associate	
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